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What is PASRR
 To ensure that individuals are evaluated for evidence 

of possible mental illness and/or intellectual 
disabilities and related conditions (ID-RC) 

 To help ensure individuals are placed appropriately, 
in the least restrictive setting possible

 To recommend that individuals receive the mental 
health and/or ID-RC services needed. 



 The goal of PASRR is to ensure all persons with disability are identified,
their needs measured, the full array of needed services and supports are
detailed in written recommendations, and that recommended services
and supports are delivered.

 The goal of PASRR Level I disability screening is to ensure that the power
of PASRR evaluations and recommendations are brought to bear for all
persons in NFs who have a PASRR disability condition.

 PTAC exists to assist states with everything from high level analysis to
working together on nuts and bolts parts of PASRR programs.

 A trend is building for measurement of PASRR quality, outcomes and 
effectiveness.  “Show us the data.”

 Olmstead-“Olmstead v. L.C.” or “the Olmstead decision,”

PASRR – The Big Picture



MDS & Level of Care

 Medicaid 10A MDS & Level of Care

 MDS Significant Change

 Gradual Dose Reduction



R414-502-3. Approval of Level of Care 
The Department shall document that at least two of the 
following factors exist … that require the level of care of a 
nursing facility or waiver:
• Due to diagnosed medical conditions, the applicant requires 

substantial physical assistance with daily living activities 
above the level of verbal prompting, supervising, or setting 
up;

• The attending physician has determined that the applicant's 
level of dysfunction in orientation to person, place, or time 
requires nursing facility care; or equivalent care provided 
through a Medicaid Home and Community- Based Waiver 
program; or 

• The medical condition and intensity of services indicate that 
the care needs of the applicant cannot be safely met in a less 
structured setting, or without the services and supports of a 
Medicaid Home and Community- Based Waiver program. 



Medicaid Long Term Care –
10A process

PASRR affects the 10A payment for facilities if:
• The Level I is not completed prior to or day of 

admission
• Less than 30 day stay order is not signed by a 

physician on the discharge paperwork from a 
medical hospital stay – acute care hospital 
only

• Determination is a “denial”
• Facilities fail to appropriately refer for a Level 

II – missing convalescent/short term stay 
deadlines



Medicaid Long Term Care –
10A process

Discharge issues:
• Unable to find safe and appropriate placement 

after residents no longer meet nursing home 
level of care criteria and are in the facility due 
to mental illness.

• Potential of working with facilities to 
recommend placement when PASRR is 
completed so facilities can work on discharge 
prior to denial.



A Significant Change 
Minimum Data Set (MDS)

A “significant change” is a major decline or improvement 
in a resident’s status that: 

Will not normally resolve itself without intervention by 
staff or by implementing standard disease-related 
clinical interventions, the decline is not considered “self-
limiting”; 
Impacts more than one area of the resident’s health 
status; and 
Requires interdisciplinary review and/or revision of the 
care plan. 



PASRR referral related to a 
Significant Change MDS

The nursing facility must provide the SMH/ID/DDA 
authority with referrals … independent of the 
findings of the Significant Change MDS. PASRR Level 
II is to function as an independent assessment 
process for this population with special needs, in 
parallel with the facility’s assessment process. 
Nursing facilities should have a low threshold for 
referral to the SMH/ID/DDA, so that these 
authorities may exercise their expert judgment 
about when a Level II evaluation is needed. 



Reasons for Referral to PASRR for a 
Significant Change

Referral for Level II Resident Review evaluations is required for individuals 
previously identified by PASRR to have mental illness, intellectual 
disability/developmental disability, or a related condition in the following 
circumstances: Note: this is not an exhaustive list 
• A resident who demonstrates increased behavioral, psychiatric, or 

mood-related symptoms. 
• A resident with behavioral, psychiatric, or mood related symptoms 

that have not responded to ongoing treatment. 
• A resident who experiences an improved medical condition—such that 

the resident’s plan of care or placement recommendations may require 
modifications. 

• A resident whose significant change is physical, but with behavioral, 
psychiatric, or mood-related symptoms, or cognitive abilities, that 
may influence adjustment to an altered pattern of daily living. 

• PHQ -9/Mood Assessment score is 19 or above (not dependent on 
previous PASRR 



Gradual Dose Reductions 
• A gradual dose reduction is defined by the MDS manual as “a step-

wise tapering of a dose to determine whether or not symptoms, 
conditions, or risks can be managed by a lower dose or whether or 
not the dose or medication can be discontinued”. 

• Within the first year in which a resident is admitted on an 
antipsychotic medication or after the facility has initiated an 
antipsychotic medication, the facility must attempt a GDR in two 
separate quarters (with at least one month between the attempts), 
unless physician documentation is present in the medical record 
indicating that a GDR is clinically contraindicated. After the first 
year, a GDR must be attempted at least annually, unless clinically 
contraindicated. 





 Diagnosis or credible suspicion

 Intellectual disability

 Related conditions

 Serious mental illness

 Primary Dementia



 To identify all persons who must have the 
Level II Preadmission Screening (PAS) or 
Resident Review (RR);

 That is, to identify all applicants to and 
residents of Medicaid-certified nursing
facilities (NFs) who possibly have serious 
mental illness, intellectual disability or a 
related condition.



 Document that evidence is sufficient to rule out all suspicion 
of PASRR conditions (more than lack of a diagnosis in the 
record), by documenting on the Level I that the PASRR 
contractor or IDD Authority or designated entity was 
contacted, reviewed the collateral and stated that no Level II 
evaluation was needed.

 Document that the possible presence of a PASRR condition
cannot be ruled out (a Level II evaluation is required),

 Document when information is sufficient to apply certain 
predetermined PASRR criteria (hospital exemptions), less than 
30 day stay certified in writing by the attending physician.



 Integration of Level I with Level of Care

 Integration of Level I screening information
with Level II evaluation information (Level
II evaluation & State Determination

 Timeframes



Dementia and NSMI

What is a Primary diagnosis of Dementia?

 PASRR regulations at 42 CFR 483.128(m) permit Level 
II evaluations to be terminated if the Level II evaluator 
finds that individual has:

 A primary diagnosis of dementia (including Alzheimer’s 
Disease or a related disorder)” (42 CFR 
483.128(m)(2)(i)); 

 However, an evaluation should not be halted if a PASRR 
disability has not yet been ruled out.





























PASRR is thinking about quality of
life for persons with disability



QUESTIONS



HOUSEKEEPING
1. When to do an End of Stay vs. Significant Change

2. Older Adults Conference – Save the Date June 29‐30th

3. Completed Level I – Okay to send back and ask it be 
completed. Use the referral date of the completed Level I 
as the referral date

4. Importance of accurate demographic information

5. Check for Medicaid numbers 

6. How to Resubmit a Level II 



Intellectual Disability and
Related Condition

PASRR



Intellectual Disability Defined
• An IQ of 70 or less
• Plus, substantial functional limitation in three or 

more of the following areas of major life activity:

• Onset during developmental period (prior to 18 
years of age)

• Self-Care • Learning

• Expressive/ Receptive 
Language

• Mobility

• Self-Direction • Capacity for 
Independent Living

• Economic Self-
Sufficiency



Related Condition Defined
Medical conditions associated with
developmental delay include, but are
not limited to:

Plus, substantial functional limitation in three
or more of the areas of major life activity.
Onset during developmental period (prior to
22 years of age)

• Down Syndrome
• Autism Spectrum Disorder
• Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
• Cerebral Palsy
• Epilepsy/Seizure Disorder

• Fragile-X Syndrome
• Prader-Willi Syndrome
• Spina Bifida
• Angelman Syndrome
• Traumatic Brain Injury









Updating Level II/Collateral
Client Search Screen

1.  On the Client Search screen type in the Level I number and click search. 

2.  Click on the Level I number on the right of your screen



Updating Level II/Collateral

3. Click on the Determination Tab
4. Notice this evaluation’s status is “In Evaluation” which will allow you to make 

changes.
5. Click on the Edit button (check to make sure you are clicking the Edit on the 

line without a Letter of Determination).



Updating Level II/Collateral

6. Click in the box next to the Collateral you want to DELETE
7. Click the Browse button and find the Collateral you want to Add (same as 

you would if you were entering an evaluation.
8. Click the save Button.



Updating Level II/Collateral

9. You will get a green notice at the top indicating the Collateral successfully 
added and Collateral successfully deleted.

In the below illustration note the name of the file is now changed from 
Testing Collateral to Testing II.


