
Legal Terms 

Adjudication: Giving or pronouncing a judgment or decree, or the rendering of a decision on a 
matter before a court.  

Arraignment: The first hearing after a petition has been filed. The juvenile will be asked 
whether the charges brought against him or her are true or false and to enter a plea accordingly. 

Arraignment Waiver: A form which will allow the juvenile to bypass the arraignment and 
proceed to the pre-trial. 

Citation: An abbreviated referral, issued by law enforcement, requiring the juvenile to appear on 
a particular day to answer to a specific charge. 

Contempt of Court: Any act involving disrespect to the court or failure to obey its rules or 
orders. Contempt of court carries a maximum of 30 days in jail or detention. 

Delinquency: The commission of an illegal act by a juvenile. 

Dispositional Report: A written report relating to the child's mental, physical, and social 
history, submitted by the juvenile probation department or other designated agency, to assist the 
judge in determining a proper disposition. 

Expungement: A court order allowing the destruction or sealing of records after the passage of a 
specified period of time or when the person reaches a specified age and has not committed 
another offense. 

Felony: A felony is a major crime for which the maximum imprisonment is more than one year 
in a state correctional institution. The court may also impose a fine. Felonies are classified into 
four categories: capital, 1st degree, 2nd degree, and 3rd degree. 

Guardian Ad Litem: A lawyer appointed by a court to represent the "best interests of the child" 
or incompetent person during court proceedings.  

Hearing: A formal proceeding with definite issues of law or of fact to be heard. 

Intake Officer: A probation officer employed by the court. The officer will evaluate whether a 
child should appear before a juvenile judge or be sentenced non-judicially. 

Misdemeanor: A minor offense, lower than a felony, which is punishable by a county jail term 
of up to one year and/or a fine, but not prison. Misdemeanors are classified into three categories: 
Class A, B, and C. 

Non-Judicial Agreement: A written agreement between the child, the child's parent, and the 
intake officer. It will stipulate that no petition be filed with the court if your child admits to the 
charges and complies with the terms of the agreement. 



Order to Show Cause: Court order requiring a party to appear and show cause why the court 
should not take a particular course of action. If a party fails to obey a court order (like going to 
counseling or submitting to a UA (urinalysis). The court may ask the party to explain why the 
court order was not obeyed, and to impose punishment. If the party fails to appear or to give 
sufficient reasons why the court should take no action, the court will take the action. 

Petition: A civil pleading filed to initiate a matter in Juvenile Court, setting forth the alleged 
grounds for the court to take jurisdiction of the case and asking the court to do so and intervene. 

Plea: The defendant's formal response to a criminal charge. 

Plea in Abeyance: If you plead in abeyance, your admission is put on hold while you complete 
the requirements ordered by the Judge. Upon completion of these terms, the guilty plea is 
withdrawn and the charges are dismissed.  

Plea Bargain: A situation whereby the prosecutor and defense attorney negotiate a mutually 
satisfactory disposition of the case. The court and the defendant must approve of any settlements. 
For example, a guilty plea may be exchanged for a lesser charge or a sentencing 
recommendation. 

Preliminary Inquiry: An investigation and study conducted by the probation department upon 
receiving a referral to determine whether further action should be taken. 

Probation: A sentence releasing a juvenile into the community or a treatment facility under the 
supervision of a probation officer, requiring compliance with certain conditions. 

Referral: A written report submitted by a law enforcement officer or other person who has 
reason to believe a juvenile has committed a crime that would place the child within the 
jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court. 

Restitution: Court-ordered payment to restore goods or money to the victim of a crime by the 
offender. 

Status Offense: Misbehavior which would not be criminal if committed by an adult (e.g., 
truancy, runaway, etc.), but is defined as an offense when committed by a minor because of the 
minor's status. 

https://www.utcourts.gov/courts/juv/intro/glossary.htm  

 

http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html 

 

 

https://www.utcourts.gov/courts/juv/intro/glossary.htm
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html


Module 1 
Content Area A 

How Did I Get Here? 

Instructor: To begin, ensure that your client understands the term ‘competency’ since they will be 
hearing this word throughout their court procedures. Discuss with your client that competency is a skill 
or ability in a specific subject that can be done well.  Ask your client what they are experts in and list 

those strengths and abilities.  Discuss the differences between your client’s interest and your own. 

________CLIENT’S STRENGTHS & ABILITIES                                                       TRAINER’S STRENGTHS & ABILITIES_________ 

 

 



Module 1 
Content Area C-1 

 
What Different People Do! 

 
 

Accountant - a person that works 
with the money and accounts of a 
company. 

 

IT Tech - a person who specializes in 
information technology.  

Quality Inspector – a person who 
checks the quality of a product or 
work. 

Bricklayer - a person that helps to 
build houses using bricks. 

Judge - a qualified person that 
decides cases in a law court. 
 

Receptionist - a person that is at the 
reception (entrance) of a company. 

 

Chef/Cook - a person that prepares 
food for others, often in a restaurant 
or café. 

Karate Instructor - a person who 
teaches Karate. 

Scientist - a person that works in the 
science industry. They do many 
experiments. 

 

Doctor - a person you go to see when 
you are ill or have some type of 
health problem. 

Librarian - a person that works in a 
library. 

Teacher - a person that passes 
knowledge to students, usually at 
school. 

 
Electrician - a  person who installs, 
maintains, operates, or repairs 
electrical equipment. 

 

Mechanic - a person that repairs 
machines, especially car motors. 

Usher - a person who works in a 
theatre, cinema, sports stadium, etc. 
and is in charge of guiding the 
spectators to their assigned seats. 

Firefighter - a person that puts  
out fires. 

 

Narrator - a person who gives an 
account or tells the story of events, 
experiences, etc. 

 
Veterinarian - a person trained and 
authorized to practice medicine and 
surgery for animals. 

Gardener - a person that keeps 
gardens clean and tidy. They take 
care of the plants in the garden. 

Optician - a person that checks your 
eyes and tries to correct any problems 
with your sight. 

 

Hairdresser – a person that cuts your 
hair or gives it a new style. 
 

Pilot - a person who flies a plane.  

 
 



Module 1 
Content Are C-2 

What Different People Do! 

Draw a line from yoursel in the middle to the job that you are interested in. 



Module 1 
Content Area D  

What’s Important and What’s Not? 

__        _____MOST IMPORTANT                                                                        IMPORTANT____                _____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________SOMETIMES IMPORTANT                                                              NOT IMPORTANT_________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                  

                 

                                           

                     



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

                   

            

              

    



                 

                              

                           



               

                

            

 



 

            

             

                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     



Module 1 
Content Area -E

Name:____________________________
Remember to call______________________________ If you  cannot attend the training.

Trainer's Name Trainer's Phone Number

Module #____ Title: _____________________________________

Content Area Date Time Location Trainer Homework Attended

A) How Did I get Here? Thurs Jan 3 11:45

SLC Juvenille Courthouse,               
Room 315                                          
450 South State Street                         
Salt Lake City, UT

Brent 
Christensen

Learning Contract Worksheet

Keeping Track of My training Schedule



Module 1 
Content Area F  

 
What’s Your Learning Style? 

 
 

How do you learn best? 

Circle the way you like to learn: 

   

Listening 

Doing and 
Listening 

    
  Doing and 
Watching 

      Watching 

          Doing 

Watching and 
Listening 



Module 1 PRE-ASSESSMENT 
 

 
1. This program will help me get a driver’s license. True or False? 

 

2. ACTC stands for Utah Attainment Curriculum for “what” type of Competence? 

 

3. Name two skills that you will learn from the ACTC training that will help you better 
defend yourself in court.   

1. 
 
2. 

 

4. Give an example of a skill or talent that you believe you are competent in. 
 

 

5. The judge decided that this training will help me. True or False? 

 
6. I have to complete this program because I am in trouble. True or False? 

 

 

7. Name one reason why this should be a high priority in your life. 

 

 

8. This training is for people over the age of 21. True or False? 

 

9. I have to be careful about what I say since my trainer can tell my parent(s) or guardian 
what I said. True or False? 

 

10. My trainer will not be able to answer any of my questions. True or False? 
 

 

11. Name three reasons why this information is important to learn.  

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 



 
Module 2 

Content Area A  
 
 

What’s in a Name 
 

 
 
 
 
Names of People 
 
Simon Cowell 
 
Nicki Minaj 
 
Tom Cruise 
 
Steve Jobs 
 
Alicia Keys 
 
Defense Attorney’s name 
 
Barack Obama 
 
Lebron James 
 
Jim Carrey 
 
Oprah Winfrey 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Module 2 

Content Area A-  
 

Who is my defense attorney? 
 

 
  
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Simon Cowell 

 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Nicki Minaj 
 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Tom Cruise 
  



 

 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Steve Jobs 
 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Alicia Keys 
 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Defense Attorney 
 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Barack Obama 
  



 

 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Lebron James 
 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Jim Carrey 
 
 
 
 

Fold on Dotted line 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Oprah Winfrey 
 



Module 2 
 Content Area B 

 

 

My Defense Attorney: Who, What, When, and Where 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Assistant’s name:______________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

Office phone:____________________ Other phone: __________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Hours and days of the week available:______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tasks my attorney can help me with: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Module 2  
Content Area C 

 

The Matching Game: What is a Defense Attorney? 

 

Draw a line from the picture of your attorney to the things that he/she does for you: 

 

Takes you shopping 

Gives you his/her contact information (phone, etc.) 

Defends you against the charges 

Evaluates the charges 

Gives you a birthday gift 

Plays sports with you 

Prepares a defense 

Listens to what you have to say 

 Advises you what to say 

Advocate who speaks for you 

Stays involved 

Investigates and assesses 

Explains to you about court 

Is educated and informed 

Reviews the evidence with you 

Appears in court for all hearings 

Assists you in getting housing 

 



Module 2  
Content Area D 

 
 

The Courtroom Game 

 

    In the courtroom, there are two sides and both are trying to      
    win. 
 

 

 

 

    Both sides have tools and resources. 

 

          

Each side tries to be smart and effective in order to win the                                  
game just the way a coach gives advice to a team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 You are the Captain of your team!    



Module 2 
Content Area E 

 
 
 

Look Who’s Talking? 
 

 

 

Make a list of things you did yesterday: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________



Module 2 
Content Area E  

Look Who’s Talking? 
 

 

From the list of the things you did yesterday, put them in one of the boxes below according to time frame you did them. 

 
Morning 

 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

 
Afternoon 

 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

 
Evening 

 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

_______________________________ 
 

 

 



Module 2  
Content Area F-G 

“My Attorney is My Friend” 

Make a list of your friends at: 

 

Church       School 

 

 

 

Family       Neighborhood 

 

 

 

 

How are your friends helpful to you? 

 
 

 

 

List the ways your friends help you be healthy and happy. 
 

 

 

 

 



Module 2 
Content Area F-G  

 
 

My Attorney is My Friend! 
 

 
 
 
 

Your attorney is like a friend because: 

Your defense attorney, _______________________, is part of your life just like your friends.  In what way is 
your attorney like your friends? 

 

 

 

Think of them as a friend helping you through the court process.  What ways do they help? 

 

 

 

Your attorney can help you through confusing situations. What is one way your attorney helps clear 
up confusing situations? 

 

 

He/she has your best interests at heart. 

 

You can always turn to your attorney for help. 

 



Module 2 
Content Area F-G 

 
Note from an Attorney 

 
“Your Attorney is your best friend in the courtroom and your relationship with your 
attorney is different than it is with anybody else.  But for your attorney to really help 
you, he or she needs to know what is going on. Be truthful with him or her.  Everything 
that you tell your attorney is private information and your attorney cannot tell that 
information to anyone else.  Your attorney will do the very best they can to help you.” 
 
Points to remember: 
 
Your relationship with your attorney is different than anyone else. 
 
You can tell your attorney everything. 
 
Be truthful. 
 
Everything you talk about will be private and no one else will be able to know your conversation. 

 
 
Your attorney will do their best to help you. 
 



Module 2 
Content Area H & I  

 
 

“Special Rule” 
 

 
 
“Special rules” are created to keep people safe, or to help things work smoothly. 
 
List some special rules that you can think of, for example: 
 
You need to be 16 years old to drive. 
 
You must be a certain height to ride a rollercoaster. 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 
Module 2 

Content Area I 
Confidential Information 

 
“Your attorney is your best friend in the courtroom and your relationship with your attorney is 
different than it is anybody else. But for your attorney to really help you he/she needs to know 
what is going on. Be truthful with him/her. Everything you tell your attorney is private he/she 
can’t tell that information to anyone else.  Your attorney will do the very best they can to help 
you.” 
 
Attorney-client privilege is another “special rule” that is designed to help protect you in the court 
process.  This means when you tell your attorney something he/she cannot tell anyone else.  
 
When you tell something to someone else such as your teachers, probation officer, friends or 
even parents they can tell someone else what you told them. 
 
Draw a line from your attorney below to who he/she can discuss the information you have 
shared. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Your Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Your Parents 
 
 
 

 
Your Friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

? 
 

No One 
 
 
 

 
A Judge 

 
 

  

 

 
A Stranger 

 



Module 2 
Content Area J 

Job of The Attainment Trainer 

 

Attainment Trainer’s Job  

My name: 

 

My qualifications: 

 

Supervisor who I report to: 

 

How I know if I am doing a good job or not: 

 

What I like about my job: 

 

My job is different from your attorney: 

 

 

VERY IMPORTANT! Do not tell me things I do not need to know! 

That SPECIAL RULE (attorney-client privilege) does not apply to me. 

 

 



Module 2 
Content Area K 

The Matching Game: What is a Prosecutor? 

 

 

                                                                           Present Charges of the  

 

          

 

          

 

          

 

 

 

 

The prosecutor represents the 
government’s interest and the 

law. 

The prosecutor provides copies 
of legal statements/ confessions 

to the court. 

 

The prosecutor shows evidence 
or proof of the crime to the 

court. 

The prosecutor describes the 
offense to the judge, jury, 

and/or court. 

 



Module 2 Pre-Assessment 
 
1. What is your defense attorney’s name? 

 

2. What is another word for “attorney”? 

 

3. What is another word for “lawyer”? 

 

4. What is your defense attorney’s job? 

 

5. What does your defense attorney do for you? 

 

6. Why do you have a defense attorney? 

 

7. What kinds of things should you tell your defense attorney? 

 

8. If you talk to people other than your defense attorney about your story and charges (like a 
teacher or probation officer), are those people required by law to keep that information 
private and confidential? 

 

9. How often can you talk with your defense attorney? 

 

10. Who should you talk to if you want to see your defense attorney? 

 

11. If you tell your defense attorney about what happened, can they tell anyone else? 

 

12. What is attorney-client privilege? 

 

13. What is the job of a prosecutor? 

 

14. What are two other names for a prosecutor? 

 

15. How is the job of a prosecutor different from the job of your defense attorney? 

 

16. Is the job of the prosecutor to help you win your case? 

 

17. Who helps defend you and protect you in court, the defense attorney or the prosecutor? 
 



Module 3 
Part II Content Areas A 

 

Courtroom Staff  

 

Have you ever wondered what is inside of a courtroom? 

United States courtrooms may vary the seating locations of where the jury box is 
located; where the law clerks and court reporters sit; and even where the public seating 
area (called the "gallery") is placed; but the basic layout of a courtroom always contains 
the same elements. [Note to trainer: a juvenile court may not contain all of these 
elements such as a jury box. Focus on the areas that are similar.] 

A courtroom contains specific seating areas where the following participate in a trial: 

• the Judge       
• the Witness(es) 
• the Law Clerk(s)  
• the Court Reporter(s)  
• the Defendant  
• the Defense Table (where the defense lawyer sits with the defendant)  
• the Bailiff and  
• the seating area for the public.  

Courtesy of U.S. Dept. of Justice::http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/courtroom_personnel.html 

ACT-C Training Program 

 

http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html#JK
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html#witness
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html#law_clerk
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html#court_reporter
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html#defendant
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/glossary.html#defenset
http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/courtroom_personnel.html


 Who Does What? 

 The Bailiff   The government official with authority to decide 
lawsuits brought before the courts.  

 

 The Defendant   Enforces the rules of behavior in courtrooms. 

 

 Represents the defendant and acts as an advocate 
for that person. 

 The Defense Attorney   

 The Judge  The person complained against; in a criminal case, 
the person accused of the crime.  

 

 The Witness   Makes a record of court proceedings and prepares 
the transcript, and also publishes the court’s 
opinions or decisions.   

 

 The Court Reporter      

 A person called upon, by either side, to give 
testimony before the court or jury. 

 

  

 

  



Module 3 
Content Areas B-C 

Know Your Rights Word Hunt 
Learn the vocabulary of the courtroom 
 
 

 V E R G L W W J Y A P T  
 E S E W N U V D T R M E  
 R N Y F N O P T O E O S  
 D E W P L M A S J X O T  
 I F A L B I E Y U W R I  
 C E L Q N C J E D I T M  
 T D Z M U E U N G T R O  
 K D E T A O D R M N U N  
 W N O H G X G O E E O Y  
 T R Y R U J E T N S C Y  
 T W L S V X R T T S Z E  
 L J G T V H N A V E U O  
 
 
  ATTAINMENT  ATTORNEY  COURTROOM 
  
  DEFENSE  JUDGE   JUDGMENT 
   
  JURY   LAWYER   PROSECUTOR 
   
  TESTIMONY  VERDICT   WITNESS 
 
 



Solution  
 

V E R + + + + + + A P T  
E S E + + + + + T R M E  
R N Y + + + + T O + O S  
D E W + + + A S J + O T  
I F A + + I E Y U W R I  
C E L + N C J E D I T M  
T D + M U + U N G T R O  
+ + E T + + D R M N U N  
+ N O + + + G O E E O Y  
T R Y R U J E T N S C +  
+ + + + + + + T T S + +  
+ + + + + + + A + + + +  

 
(Over,Down,Direction)  
ATTAINMENT(10,1,SW) 
ATTORNEY(8,12,N) 

COURTROOM(11,10,N) 
DEFENSE(2,7,N) 
JUDGE(7,6,S) 

JUDGMENT(9,4,S) 
JURY(6,10,W) 
LAWYER(3,6,N) 

PROSECUTOR(11,1,SW) 
TESTIMONY(12,1,S) 
VERDICT(1,1,S) 
WITNESS(10,5,S) 

 
 
 
 
 



Word Definitions for Word Hunt 
 
 

Judge:  a public officer authorized to hear and decide cases in a court of law; a 
magistrate charged with the administration of justice. 
 
Attorney: a lawyer who represents a person in court.  
 
Prosecutor: the public officer in a court in charged with carrying on the 
prosecution in criminal proceedings. 
 
Jury: a group of persons sworn to render a verdict or true 
Answer on a question officially submitted to them. 
 
Courtroom:  The official room where the judge and all participants meet for the 
trial. 
 
Defense:  a person, who a claim or charge is brought against in court. 
 
Witness: an individual who, was a spectator, or eyewitness, to an event and who gives 
testimony, in a court of law. 
 
Lawyer:  A person whose profession is to represent clients in a court of law or to 
advice or act for clients in other legal matters. 
 
Verdict:  the finding or answer of a jury given to the court concerning a matter 
submitted to their judgment. 
 
Testimony:  A truthful telling of the story of the events. 
 
Judgment:  a judicial decision given by a judge or court . 
 
Attainment: a legal determination that a person understands the charges against 
them and is able to help with their defense. 
 
 
 

 



Module 3 Pre-Assessment 
 
1. What does it mean that the court uses a two-sided process? 

 

 

2. Whose job is it to help you tell your story in the courtroom? 

 

 

3. Who decides which side of a story is true in the courtroom? 

 

 

4. Who is considered the accused in a court case? 

 

 

5. Who is considered the victim in a court case? 

 

 

6. Which attorney represents the victim in a court case? 

 

 

7. What does the probation officer do? 

 

 

8. What is decided during the arraignment or pre-trial? 

 

 

9. What happens during a trial? 

 

 

10. If the charges against you are proven to be “not true”, what will happen? 

 

 

11. If the charges against you are proven to be “true”, what happens next? 

 

 

12. During the disposition hearing, who decides what will happen to you? 
 



 

Underage 

Probation 

$ Fine 

Ticket 

Module 4 
Content Area A 

 
Charges and Penalties 

 
Note: Review the different types of crimes and possible penalties. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

Misdemeanor 

 A 
 

B 
 

C 

 

$ Fine 

City Jail 

Prison 

Felony 

Status 
Offense 

Mischief 
Offense  
 

Property Damage 

$ Fine 

Probation 

Jail 

Infractions 

County 
Jail 



Module 4 
Content Area B 

Understanding Eyewitnesses 
 

Note: Emphasize that someone else’s story is not always the same as the client’s story. What 
someone may have thought was happening was misunderstood. Material evidence is proof of 
something found that can be used in court. 
 
Eyewitnesses 

     .

           
 
 
 
Material Evidence 
 

          



Module 4 
Content Area C 

 
Judges Make Choices 
Note: There is a wide range of choices that a judge has in making decisions. 
 
 

    
 
No Laughing Matter 
Note: These are 2 pictures: one is funny and one is serious. Emphasize that the client’s 
charges are serious, and being silly or laughing about their charges is never appropriate. 
 

    
 
Funny        Serious 
  

Menu of Choices 



Weights and Measures 
 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   

 
Note: Discuss with the client that some things weigh more or measure larger than others. 
Some charges are more serious than others. Discuss the charges with the client. 
 

    
 
Keep Pouring 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   

 

Materials Needed:  1 large bottle of water, 1 small bottle of water, and a towel. 
 
Instructions: Start by using 2 bottles of water. Explain to the client that the large bottle represents the 
criminal offense and the smaller bottle represents the seriousness of the consequences. The trainer will 
start with a simple example and ask the client to start pouring the water from the larger bottle into the 
smaller one. If you stole a car, how heavy is the weight of the smaller bottle? Keep pouring…If you stole 
a car and hit an animal (dog/cat), now how heavy is the consequence? Keep pouring…If you stole a car 
and caused an accident, how heavy is it now? Keep pouring…If you stole a car and injured or killed 
another person, is this the heaviest of consequences? Discuss with the client that stealing a car has one 
consequence, but the punishment also will be determined by what happened after he/she stole the car. 
This experiment can be used for a variety of different offenses. 

         



Module 4 Pre-Assessment 
 
1. What are you charged with? 

 

2. What is the legal name of your charges (for example, infraction versus felony)? 

 

3. Is being charged with something the same as having done what you have been charged with? 
Why or why not? 

 

4. Name the three main classifications of charges? 

 

5. What is the difference between a misdemeanor and a felony? 

 

6. What is the difference between a charge and an allegation? 

 

7. If someone says you did something wrong, can your charges still be found “not true”? 

 

8. If someone witnessed the alleged crime, are they a character witness or an eyewitness? 

 

9. What does the word evidence mean? 

 

10. Who collects evidence? 

 

11. How does a prosecutor prove that you committed a crime? 

 

12. Which is more severe, a felony or a misdemeanor? 

 

13. Which misdemeanor is more severe, Class A or Class C? 

 

14. If you were an adult, could you go to prison for a misdemeanor? 
 



Module 5 C 
Content Area F 

Weights and Measures 

Instructions: Obtain a weight and balance to perform concrete weighing 
activity. 

                                              

 

Dime        Can of soda 

Feather        Beads 

Brick        Pencil 

  Discuss different penalties on the balance with the 
seriousness of the crime matching the penalties.  The more 

the balance tips, the greater the effect on the client’s life. 

(You could match the original objects weight with progressively more serious 
crimes to emphasize the effect on the client’s life.) 



Module 5 
Content Area A-B 

                            

 

      You be the Judge 
 

  Describe several court cases and decide what judgment you would make.  

 

Sample: Two boys travelling by bus got off at the wrong stop.  They were lost and not sure 
which way to go when a group of boys angrily approached them and told them to get out of their 
neighborhood.  The gang of boys left, but soon returned with baseball bats.  They beat the two 
lost boys on their heads and backs before eventually leaving them.  Help arrived for the lost boys 
and medical care was provided.  Later the boys who did the beating were arrested and tried for 
assault and bullying. 



                                                                                      
Module 5  

Content Area C 
               

Penalties – Could this Happen to Me? 
Circle each possible penalty for your current situation. 
 

Jail time                                                                   Loss of bus pass 
 
                                                    

           Banishment                                         Community service         
 
 

                               Fines                                       Placement in secure facility 



Module 5 Pre-Assessment 
 

1. What does it mean to be sentenced? 
 
 

 

2. How are penalties (punishments) determined? 
 
 

 

3. What does it mean to be placed in a secure facility? 
 
 

 

4. What does it mean to be on probation? 
 
 

 

5. Whomakesrestitutiontothe victim? 
 
 
 
 

6. How is the amount of a fine determined? 
 
 

 
 

7. Where can you complete community service? 
 
 

 

8. What does mitigating circumstances mean? 
 
 

 

9. What types of things qualify as mitigating circumstances? 
 
 

 

10. How do mitigating circumstances affect sentencing? 
 
 

 

11. What does aggravatingfactors mean? 
 

 
 
 

12. Which types of things countas aggravating factors? 
 
 

 

13. What impact does aggravating factors have on sentencing? 
 

 
 
 

14. How would different penalties affect my life? 
 

 



Module 6 
Content Area A  

 
Fact or Fiction? 

Circle the correct answer below: 

In Utah it snows during the winter.   Fact/True   Fiction/False 

Pigs can fly.      Fact/True   Fiction/False 

When you grow old, your hair turns purple.  Fact/True   Fiction/False 

The earth is round.     Fact/True   Fiction/False 

Fire engines are black.    Fact/True   Fiction/False 

The judge decides my punishment.   Fact/True   Fiction/False 

My attorney is on my side.    Fact/True   Fiction/False 

 

The Way the Story Goes 

Story: 
 
Joe got up early, dressed, and had orange juice for breakfast.  During lunch, he decided to have a big glass 
of milk. When he was ready for bed, he drank two small glasses of water. 
 
 
Using the story above, answer these questions: 
 
 
What is the beginning of the story? ________________________________________________________ 
 
Where does the story start? ______________________________________________________________ 
 
What does Joe do in the middle of the story? ________________________________________________ 
 
What does Joe drink at the end of the story? _________________________________________________ 
  



 
 
The Other Parts of a Story: Timeframe, Location, Characters, Actions 
 
   
Read the story below and then answer the questions: 
 
Sara and Sage have been best friends since high school. They were so excited when both of them 
started working at the same mall. Every Friday night after work they would meet in the food 
court to walk home together. One night, as they were leaving the mall, they noticed that lights 
were still on in their favorite clothing store. Sara wanted to show Sage this awesome sweatshirt, 
so they decided to go into the store. Once in the store, they noticed that no one was there. After 
looking at the sweatshirt, Sara thought that she would “borrow” the shirt for the evening and go 
back the next day to pay. As they were leaving the store, a security guard approached them and 
asked what they were doing. She asked to see a receipt for the sweatshirt. Both Sara and Sage 
were taken to the security office and the police were called. 
 
 
Answer the following questions:  
 
Timeframe  When did it take place?   _______________________________________ 
 
 
Location Where did it take place? _______________________________________ 
 
 
Characters  Who were the people involved? _________________________________ 
 
 
Action(s)  What happened? _____________________________________________ 
 

Why did it happen? ___________________________________________ 
 

 

  



The World of Stories 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   

Instructions:  Using the story below, or one that may be more interesting for the client, review story 
concepts like beginning, middle, end, timeframe, location, characters, and action. Work with the client to 
take the story and identify each of these parts of the whole. Review with the client that some stories are 
“true” (based on fact) and some are “not true” (fiction), and that the client’s story related to the crime 
needs to be the “true” story. 
 
Short story by Mike Krath: 
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/HighLift.shtml  
 
High and Lifted Up 
 
It was a windy day.  
 
The mailman barely made it to the front door. When the door opened, Mrs. Pennington said, "Hello", but 
before she had a real chance to say "Thank you", the mail blew out of the mailman's hands, into the 
house, and the front door slammed in his face. Mrs. Pennington ran to pick up the mail.  
 
"Oh my," she said.  
 
Tommy was watching the shutters open and then shut, open and then shut.  
 
"Mom," he said, "may I go outside?"  
 
"Be careful," she said. "it's so windy today."  
 
Tommy crawled down from the window-seat and ran to the door. He opened it with a bang. The wind 
blew fiercely and snatched the newly recovered mail from Mrs. Pennington's hands and blew it even 
further into the house.  
 
"Oh my," she said again. Tommy ran outside and the door slammed shut.  
 
Outside, yellow, gold, and red leaves were leaping from swaying trees, landing on the roof, jumping off 
the roof, and then chasing one another down the street in tiny whirlwinds of merriment.  
 
Tommy watched in fascination.  
 
"If I was a leaf, I would fly clear across the world," Tommy thought and then ran out into the yard among 
the swirl of colors.  
 
Mrs. Pennington came to the front porch.  
 
"Tommy, I have your jacket. Please put it on."  
 
However, there was no Tommy in the front yard.  
 
"Tommy?"  
 
Tommy was a leaf. He was blowing down the street with the rest of his playmates. 
 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/HighLift.shtml


A maple leaf came close-by, touched him, and moved ahead. Tommy met him shortly, brushed against 
him, and moved further ahead. They swirled around and around, hit cars and poles, flew up into the air 
and then down again. 
 
"This is fun," Tommy thought. 
 
The maple leaf blew in front of him. It was bright red with well-defined veins. The sunlight shone through 
it giving it a brilliance never before seen by a little boy's eyes. 
 
"Where do you think we are going?" Tommy asked the leaf. 
 
"Does it matter?" the leaf replied. "Have fun. Life is short." 
 
"I beg to differ" an older leaf said suddenly coming beside them. "The journey may be short, but the end 
is the beginning." 
 
Tommy pondered this the best a leaf could ponder. 
 
"Where do we end up?" 
 
"If the wind blows you in that direction," the old leaf said, "you will end up in the city dump." 
 
"I don't want that," Tommy said. 
 
"If you are blown in that direction, you will fly high into the air and see things that no leaf has seen 
before." 
 
"Follow me to the city dump," the maple leaf said. "Most of my friends are there." 
 
The wind blew Tommy and the maple leaf along. Tommy thought of his choices. He wanted to continue 
to play. 
 
"Okay," Tommy said, "I will go with you to the dump." 
 
The winds shifted and Tommy and the leaf were blown in the direction of the city dump. 
 
The old leaf didn't follow. He was blown further down the block and suddenly lifted up high into the air. 
 
"Hey," he called out, "the sights up here, they are spectacular. Come and see." 
 
Tommy and the maple leaf ignored him. 
 
"I see something. I see the dump." The old leaf cried out. "I see smoke. Come up here. I see fire." 
 
"I see nothing," the maple leaf said. 
 
Tommy saw the fence that surrounded the city dump. He was happy to be with his friend. They would 
have fun in the dump. 
 
Suddenly, a car pulled up. It was Tommy's mom. Mrs. Pennington wasn't about to let her little boy run 
into the city dump. 
 
"Not so fast," she said getting out of the car. "You are not allowed to play in there. Don't you see the 
smoke?" 
 



Tommy watched the maple leaf blow against the wall and struggle to get over. He ran over to get it but 
was unable to reach it. 
 
Mrs. Pennington walked over and took the leaf. She put it in her pocket. 
 
"There," she said, "it will be safe until we get home." 
 
Tommy smiled, ran to the car, and got in. He rolled down the back window and looked up into the sky. 
He wondered where the old leaf had gone. Perhaps one day he would see what the old leaf had seen - 
perhaps. 
 
 
Timelines 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   
 

 
Materials needed by the trainer:  
White board or chalk board 
 
Instructions:  Using a whiteboard or chalkboard, have the client create a simple timeline of events based 
on their favorite story or book from the exercise above. Using the timeline as a reference, ask the client 
questions about location, characters, actions, etc. to help them tell the story in their own words. 
 
 



 
Module 6 

Content Area C  
 

Thought and Feeling Chains 
 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   

 
Instructions:  Have the client pick a favorite movie or book that they know the story of very well. Guide 
the client to fill in ovals that are connected into a chain-like pattern that represent the thoughts, feelings, 
and interpretations of actions related to a character in their story. 
 
 
  



 
 
 

Inside My Head 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   

 
Materials needed:   
Whiteboard and whiteboard markers or chalkboard and chalk and eraser. 
 
Instructions:  Make simple illustrations of the events and people that comprise the client’s favorite story 
from a book or movie. Above the people who are illustrated, the trainer can add thought bubbles (like 
those that appear in graphic novels and comic strips) so the client and trainer can plug-in what the 
character was thinking and feeling as events unfolded. 



Module 6 Pre-Assessment 
 
1. Is a fact true or not true? 

 

 

2. Name three facts: (for example, the earth is round, trains move fast, apples are red).  
1. 
2. 
3. 

3. If something is not true, is that fact or fiction? 

 

 

4. Every story has a beginning, a middle, and an _____. 
 

 

5. Your story takes place at the movie theater. Would that be the location or the timeframe?  

 

 

6. If you say that something happened at 10am, is that the morning, afternoon, or evening? 

 

 

7. Joe and Amy go to the movies and buy some popcorn. Who are the characters in this story? 
What actions did they do?       

 

 

8. Describe a feeling that you have experienced in the last week? 

 

 

9. What is something that you have thought about in the past week? 

 

 

10. What does it mean to interpret the meaning of something?  

 

 

11. Name an event that you have participated in during the past month? 
 



Module 7 
Content Area A-D 

 

Knowing How to Say No 

 
Draw a circle around the people/person that you can tell your story to? Why?                                                                                           

       
            Mom          Friends         Teacher            Coach          Family    Strangers      Attorney      Counselor 
 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
Instructions: 
 
Trainer will act the part of the person trying to get information about your story. Practice these responses: 
 
 
“Let me talk to my attorney first.” 
 
 
“I think it’s better to keep that between me and my attorney.” 
 
 
“I might be able to tell you.  Let me talk with my attorney.” 
 
 
“I don’t mind telling you, but I want my attorney to be there.” 
 
 
“I don’t want to talk to you about this.” 



Module 7 
Content Area H-I 

 

 Inside Voice/Outside Voice    
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and client. 
 

Instructions: If the concept of “inside and outside voice” has not been established with the client, please model 
both voices and then have your client point to which kind of voice he is hearing. Have the client practice both 
voices. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YOUR GROWN-UP VOICE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and client. 
 

Instructions: Some clients will revert to a babyish voice when they are anxious. The client may need to be 
reminded that they must speak in their “grown-up” voice when they are telling their story. Have your client 
practice his/her grown-up voice. 



Module 7 
Content Area J-L 

 

 
 

Find Your Face: 
 

  
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

Instructions: Some clients, particularly those with Autism, will have great difficulty making appropriate eye 
contact with their listener. The attainment trainer will not have the time or expertise to necessarily change this 
feature in a client. They can, however, teach the client the concept of “find my face” which directs a client with 
eye contact issues to look in the general direction of someone’s face when speaking. Even children who struggle 
with eye contact tend to be able to gain this skill. The skill might never be learned independently, however, so 
the attorney could be made aware to remind the client of this when the client is speaking in court. 
 

                  
 
 
                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

                                    
 
                                        Look At My Face                         



Module 7 
Content Area M-R 

 
 

               Court Communication Role Play          
 

  
This a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
Instructions: It may be helpful for the client to practice telling his/her story to the judge (you will play the role 
of the judge). As you proceed, you can gently make suggestions to speak slower, louder, or other suggested 
improvements. Switch roles so you’re the client and the client is the judge. Continue this role play until the 
client can explain the difference between the two roles and can clearly tell you how he/she will speak in the 
courtroom. 
 
 
 

                                 
Tell your story to the judge       Pretend to be the judge 
 



Module 7 Pre-Assessment 
 
1. Why is it important to tell your story to your defense attorney? 

 

 

2. Should you talk to family, friends, or coworkers about what happened? 

 

 

3. Your defense attorney knows the laws, can advise you on the best strategies on when and 
how to tell your story, and can answer your questions. True or False? 

 

 

4. May your attorney share your story with other people? 

 

 

5. What are some ways you can say no if your friends want to hear your story? 

 

 

6. Should you tell your defense attorney everything that happened? 

 

 

7. Should you tell your story in court as quickly as possible, in a loud voice? 

 

 

8. Where is it best to look when you tell your story? 

 

 

9. What other ways do we communicate besides using words?  

 

 

10. What should you do if someone does not tell the truth about you or what happened? 
 



Module 8 
Content Area A-B 

 
 

Role Playing 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.   

 
Instructions:  The trainer will pretend to be the attorney and will role play asking the client questions about a 
pretend case (use a fictional situation that is not the same as the charges facing the client to avoid discussing 
details of their ongoing case). You may want to revisit the story in Module 6 and have the client role play 
someone in the story as you help them practice communicating with their attorney. This exercise is all about 
helping the client to talk clearly with their attorney and answer questions thoroughly. The scenario you use to 
facilitate this teaching is up to you. 
 
 
 
My Hopes 
Draw or write a description about how you are hoping to have your case turn out. 
 
 
 
 



Module 8 
Content Area C-F 

 
Establishing a Client-Attorney Partnership 

 
 

Instructions for the trainer: Detailed information about Arraignment & Trial can be found at 
https://www.utcourts.gov/courts/juv/intro/trial.htm. 
 
Fill in the Blanks 
 
A plea is an answer you give the judge when he asks you whether you committed the crime you’ve been 
charged with or not. 
 
Guilty and not guilty are words that are used in court cases that involve grown-ups. 
 
Below are three different kinds of pleas and the definitions: 
 
Plea Definition of Plea 
Admit If you did what you are charged with or if you are sure the prosecutor can 

prove the case against you. 
Deny If you did not do what you are charged with or you believe the prosecutor 

cannot prove you committed the crime you are charged with. 
No Contest This means you are not admitting that you did the crime you are being 

charged with but you have decided not to fight the charges. 
 
 
Please fill in the blanks below with the right plea from the table above: 
 
You will plea ____________ if you did not do the crime that you are being charged with. 
 
 
 
You will plea ____________ if you don’t want to admit to the crime but you don’t want to fight the charges. 
 
 
 
You will plea ____________ if you did the crime that you are being charged with. 
  

https://www.utcourts.gov/courts/juv/intro/trial.htm


 
 
 
Where Will This Plea Take Me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Admit 
Judge will make the decision for punishment 

Probation 

Deny 

No Contest 

Further hearings, development of legal defense, and trial 



Module 8 
Content Area G 

 
 
 

Plea Agreements 
 
 

Read through the list below of advantages and disadvantages of a plea agreement. Write an A in the blank if it is 
an advantage. Write a D in the blank if it is a disadvantage. 

 

Admitting to the Charges: 

_____ You could enter a “plea agreement”. 
_____ If you admit to the charges, you might be “rewarded” with a lighter (lesser) sentence 

(penalty/punishment). 
_____ You are admitting you committed a crime. 
_____ You cannot explain any of the circumstances around the crime that might help other people better 

understand why you did what you did. 
_____ The court process will probably be really quick. 
 
 
Denying the Charges: 
 
_____ You are saying you did not do anything wrong. 
_____ If the charges are proven, you may end up getting a heavier (harsher) sentence (penalty/punishment). 
_____ The prosecutor has the responsibility to prove the charges against you. 
 
 
Pleading No Contest: 
 
_____ You will not have a chance to tell your side of the story and defend yourself in court. 
_____ Will avoid the delay in waiting for a trial and sentencing. 
_____ If part of a plea bargain (see next section) it may result in a reduced sentence. 



Module 8 Pre-Assessment 
 

1. Define the word partnership. 
 
 
 

2. Give an example of a personal partnership. 
 
 

 

3. Which is more important, telling thetruth to your attorney or telling your attorney the 
story they want to hear? 
 
 

 

4. Who can provide you with the best legal advice on what to plea, your attorney or the 
judge? 
 
 

 

5. Name the three plea options. 
 
 

 

6. By admitting to the alleged offense, you will receive no punishment. True or 
False? 
 
 

 

7. If you deny the charges, will you be able to tell your side of the story? TrueorFalse? 
 
 

 

8. Which plea will prevent you fromparticipating in a trial? 
 
 

 

9.   The judge is the best person to ask about a plea agreement. True or 
False? 

 
 
 

9. What is it called if you want your attorney to try and work out a deal with the 
prosecutor? 
 
 

 

11. You can be forced to take a plea agreement. True or False? 
 



Module 9 
Content Area A 

The Importance of Testimony 
 

Describe the events that led to your arrest. If you have forgotten some of the events, 
tell accurately about the facts that you remember. 
 
Write a few sentences about what led to your arrest. 

 
Instructions: Discuss the following material with your client. When a witness is on the 
stand and gives incorrect evidence, you should be able to calmly tell your attorney the  

part that is not correct.  
 
You could do this by: 

1) Writing your lawyer a note.   

     2)      Telling your lawyer that the witness is telling something that is not true. 
 
     3)  Quietly getting your lawyer’s attention and writing him/her a note. 
 
You should not yell out that the witness is lying.     
You should have your lawyer speak for you. 
                                                                                                                                     
When you testify, you should give a truthful answer to the questions that  
you are asked. If you forget anything, do not make things up. You may not lie 
when giving your testimony. 

 
Instructions: Practice answering open-ended questions about your story with the following starters: 
 

  
did the events take place? 
 

                         was there? 

                   “ What” happened next? 

  

“Where” 
“Who”   



Module 9  
Content Area A 

Video of Sample Testimony 

 

This YouTube video is informational and applicable to the grant. However, it is NOT FOR USE with the client 
or for use in this workbook.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDZa9lHNk8w  

 

This YouTube video offers some suggestions for behavior, dress, eye contact, etc. The opening example of what 
not to do, is somewhat comical and could be skipped if you think the client will not get the humor.  

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMA3dhtvEV0&list=PL99042A7FE28EC2FE&index=1 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDZa9lHNk8w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMA3dhtvEV0&list=PL99042A7FE28EC2FE&index=1


Module 9 
Content Area B-C 

Pros and Cons of Testifying 
 
The client and trainer will list the perceived advantages and disadvantages of testifying under the 
appropriate heading. The client can keep this list and share it with their attorney to promote good 
decision-making about testifying. 

   
PRO’s of Testifying     CON’s of Testifying 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Module 9 
Content Area D 

Do You Swear to Tell the Whole Truth? 
 
The trainer will provide age appropriate movie clips and videos that will demonstrate a witness being 
asked to take an oath before testifying. 

 
This can be used as reference information for the trainer. The training is directed toward “first responders”, 
however, the general information is relevant to the client for learning about the swearing in process. 
 
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/first_responders/chapter4.cfm   
 
Testifying in court can be an intimidating experience for those who are new to it, as well as for those who have 
testified many times. This chapter provides an overview of the court process. 
 
The most basic rule for testifying is to show up to court on time, well-groomed, and dressed appropriately. 
Prior to attending court, the client should ensure that they have reviewed their testimony with their lawyer so 
that their knowledge is complete and includes information on dates, times, and locations. 
 

Chapter 4 
Testifying in Court 

In This Chapter 

• Preparing for court 
• Guidelines for testifying 
• What to expect during the trial 
• The juvenile court process 
• The criminal court process 

First responders often are required to testify in court about cases of suspected child maltreatment. This 
provides them with an opportunity to present the information and evidence they have collected during their 
response and investigation. Testifying in court can be an intimidating experience for those who are new to it, as 
well as for those who have testified many times. This chapter provides an overview of the court process. 

Preparation for Court 
The most basic rule for testifying is to show up to court on time, well-groomed, and dressed appropriately. The 
first responder should wear clean and professional clothing. Prior to attending court, the first responder should 
ensure that the case file is organized, complete, and current. This includes making certain that the evidence 
and interview logs are complete and include information on dates, times, and locations. The first responder 
should thoroughly review and be familiar with the information in the case file. Prior to the trial, the prosecutor 
might meet with the first responder to discuss the case and prepare the first responder for possible questions. 
It is helpful to prosecutors to know the first responder's answers to questions prior to asking them in court. 

 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/first_responders/chapter4.cfm


Guidelines for Testifying 

The following are guidelines to testifying in court:  

• Be prepared. Have a thorough knowledge of the case. This will help the first 
responder to be more confident and more persuasive. 

• Listen to each question and pause before answering. The first responder should 
not let the attorney rush her. 

• Ask for clarification if needed. If the first responder is asked a question she does 
not understand, she should have the attorney repeat, clarify, or rephrase it. 

• Answer only the question asked. The first responder should not volunteer 
additional information or discuss tangential subjects. 

• Do not be afraid to respond "I don't know." If the first responder does not know 
the answer to a question, she should not be afraid to say so. This may enhance the 
first responder's credibility. 

• Do not give an opinion unless asked to do so. The first responder should only 
testify to the facts within her personal knowledge and experience. She should be 
specific and give exact times and dates. She should describe events step-by-step 
rather than narrate long stories. 

• Avoid taking sides. The first responder's responsibility is to present the evidence 
truthfully and accurately. 

• Speak a little louder, slower, and more distinctly than normal. This helps the 
judge, attorneys, and others to understand the responses. The answer must be 
spoken; the first responder should not shrug her shoulders or nod her head. 

• Make eye contact. If a jury is present, the first responder should make eye contact 
with them while answering questions. 

• Use an open body posture. The first responder should keep her hands on the 
witness table for the jury to view. This gives an open, truthful, and confident 
appearance. 

• Use appropriate language. Never use professional jargon or slang. 
• Always tell the truth. The first responder should not compromise her credibility.120 

(Back to Top) 

During the Trial 
The prosecuting party, which might be called the prosecutor, District Attorney, Commonwealth Attorney, 
Corporation Counsel, or State's Attorney, may question first responders in several stages, including direct 
examination, cross-examination, and rebuttal examination. This questioning generally is open-ended. This 
allows the witness to explain the answers fully in order to present the court with evidence to support that 
party's position. Direct examination usually includes the following: 

• The witness's name is called, and then she approaches the witness 
stand 

• She takes an oath and swears to answer truthfully 
• The attorney may ask for the following: 

 The witness's name, occupation, and place of employment 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/first_responders/endnotes.cfm#fn120
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/first_responders/chapter4.cfm#sitetop


 The length of time at her current job, title, and type of work  
 Her job qualifications 
 How she knows the child or family 
 What happened at specific times and places 
 Any other pertinent information. 

During the direct examination, it is important that the first responder carefully listen to all questions that are 
asked and to request clarification if a question is not fully understood. The first responder should be polite and 
respectful to all court personnel. Additionally, the first responder should be aware that she is not expected to 
know the answers to every question. If the first responder does not know or remember the answer, she should 
state this. It is important to be honest. Mistakes may be made in any investigation, and the first responder 
should not attempt to cover up these mistakes.121 

After direct examination, the first responder is subjected to cross-examination, which usually is conducted by 
the alleged offender's attorney. The purpose of cross-examination is to find inconsistencies or fault in the first 
responder's testimony and to expose any weaknesses. The attorney typically uses closed-ended questions 
that require a yes or no response. If the first responder tries to give a more complete, explanatory answer, it 
usually is not allowed. Being cross-examined can be one of the most difficult parts of testifying. Typically, the 
attorney tries to cast doubt on the thoroughness of the investigation and the first responder's interpretation of 
the facts. The attorney also may allude to the possibility that the judgment and the actions of the first responder 
were clouded by her opinions about the alleged offender. The first responder should not become angered by 
statements made by the defense team and should stay in control of her emotions at all times. She should 
remember not to take the cross-examination personally; the defense attorney is doing his job. 

Defense attorneys use various techniques during cross-examination. If the first responder understands these 
techniques, it will be easier to keep her poise when answering questions. Exhibit 4-1 describes common 
techniques used during cross-examination. 

If the prosecutor believes that a rebuttal is needed after the cross-examination, he will conduct a redirect 
examination. The focus of the redirect examination is to address issues raised on cross-examination that need 
to be cleared up or answered more completely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/first_responders/endnotes.cfm#fn121
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/first_responders/chapter4.cfm#exhibit4_1


Exhibit 4-1 
Types of Questions Used During Cross-Examination 

The following are types of questions that attorneys may use strategically during cross- 
examination: 

• Leading Questions. A leading question suggests by its wording that the answer should be 
either yes or no and has wording that attempts to guide the first responder's answer. For 
example, in a neglect case where one of the allegations is that a baby was left at home without 
adult supervision, the defense attorney might ask, "Isn't it true that the baby's 14-year-old sister 
was in the home whenever the mother went out?" In this case, the answer may be yes, but the 
first responder may want to explain that the sister is not mature enough to care for the baby. 
The first responder usually will be allowed to explain an answer when only a yes or a no would 
be misleading. If this is the case, the first responder should begin her response by saying that 
the question requires an explanation rather than by answering yes or no and then trying to 
explain. If the attorney insists on a yes or no response, the first responder should turn to the 
judge and ask if she may continue. If the explanation is not permitted, the prosecutor can give 
the first responder an opportunity to give a complete answer during redirect testimony. 

• Rapid-fire questions. The defense attorney hopes to confuse or to upset the witness by 
asking a string of leading questions in rapid succession (e.g., "Isn't it true that there were other 
adults in the house at the time of the maltreatment? Isn't it true that they could have committed 
the abuse? Was it your bias toward my client that made him the primary suspect?"). Since 
each question requires an answer, the first responder has control over the pace of the 
response. The first responder should pause to think about each question before answering. 
The first responder should also ask for the question to be repeated or clarified if necessary. 

• Compound questions. The first responder may be asked a question that contains multiple 
parts. For example, "You saw the bruises on the child and the belt in the living room and 
assumed that the father caused the bruises, isn't that true?" The prosecutor should object to 
the question. If the prosecutor does not object, the first responder should say that he does not 
understand the question and that it requires a two-part answer or request that the question be 
repeated. Witnesses do not have to answer compound questions.122 

(Back to Top) 

The Juvenile Court Process 
Juvenile courts typically hear cases of child maltreatment, delinquency, and status offenses (i.e., cases in 
which an action is a crime only if the offender is a minor, such as underage drinking), as well as those involving 
adoptions and terminations of parental rights (TPRs). In alleged child maltreatment cases, the juvenile court 
determines whether there was maltreatment, orders any necessary services for children and families, and 
monitors the interventions. While not all first responders will be involved in all aspects of the juvenile court 
process, the following sections outline the key stages, which may vary across jurisdictions. 

Petition for Removal 
A child protection proceeding begins with the filing of a petition for removal, which contains the key facts of the 
child maltreatment case. In most States, only child protective services (CPS) can file the petition, but some 
also permit other public officials or private citizens to do so. Once the petition is filed, it must be served 
(presented) to the caretakers accused of maltreatment. Ideally, no child should be removed from a family until 
after a petition is filed and the court has conducted an initial hearing at which the parents were present and had 
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an opportunity to be heard. In reality, however, most removals are authorized without the parents present, and 
the first hearing is conducted after the removal has occurred. This may occur in emergency circumstances 
where the child should be immediately removed from the home for safety reasons. In this case, a petition 
would be filed after the removal. CPS workers and law enforcement officers should be familiar with the 
protocols in their jurisdiction. 

Initial Hearing 
The first event in court after the filing of a petition is the initial hearing. Ideally, it should occur on the first day 
following the filing of the petition, upon removal of the child, or as soon as possible thereafter. The main 
purpose of the initial hearing is to determine whether the child should be placed in substitute care or remain 
with or be returned to the parents pending further proceedings. The critical issue is whether services or other 
measures can be put in place to ensure the child's safety. 

Pretrial Conferences 
Some courts use pretrial conferences, also known as settlement conferences, in child maltreatment cases. 
These are opportunities for the parents, their attorneys, and the child's advocates to discuss a way to settle the 
case that would make a trial unnecessary. In courts where there are no formal pretrial conferences, these 
negotiations often occur among attorneys by phone or at the courtroom and as late as right before the 
scheduled adjudication. The judge may or may not participate, depending on the jurisdiction and the nature of 
the case, and some judges will initiate such negotiations themselves. It is important, however, that provable 
allegations of significant child maltreatment not be negotiated away. 

Discovery 
Discovery is a pretrial process that allows each party to obtain information about the case from the other 
parties. It is intended to avoid "trial by ambush," to narrow the contested issues, and to expedite settlement. 
Discovery in child maltreatment cases usually involves the parents' and child's attorneys asking CPS and other 
relevant agencies for their records. In most States, they are entitled to those records. While details of the initial 
and investigative reports are revealed, the name of the reporter is not. 

Adjudication Hearing 
If the case is not settled by agreement of the parties, it will go to adjudication, in which the court decides 
whether CPS can prove the maltreatment allegations in its petition. The CPS attorney will present evidence 
through the testimony of the first responders or other witnesses, including any experts. Documents such as 
medical records or photographs also may be entered into evidence. The attorneys for the parents and the child 
will have the right to question or cross-examine the witnesses and to present evidence. The parents may 
testify, as may other family members or neighbors who have knowledge of the facts alleged in the petition or of 
the care the parents provided their children. 

Disposition Hearing 
At the disposition hearing, the court decides whether the child needs help from the court—and, if so, what 
services will be ordered—as well as whether the child should be: 

• Left with or returned to the parents, usually under CPS supervision 
• Kept in an existing placement 
• Moved to a new placement 
• Placed in substitute care for the first time if removal was not ordered 

previously. 



The court also may enter orders providing for visitation schedules or for controlling the conduct of the parent 
(e.g., having supervised visits, mandating counseling). It also can order CPS to conduct follow-up visits with 
the family to ensure the child's protection. As a part of the preparation process for this hearing, CPS should 
talk with the parents and develop with them a case plan for the family. In some States, the court must approve 
the case plan. In all States, the plan must be discussed and refined at the disposition hearing, and any 
disagreements regarding its terms must be resolved. 

Review Hearing 
The review hearing is an opportunity to evaluate the progress that has been made toward completing the case 
plan and any court orders and to revise the plan as needed. If no progress has been made, and none seems 
likely, it is a chance to change the goal of the plan. For example, it may not be possible to reunite the child with 
his family because the parents have repeatedly not complied with their drug treatment requirements, which 
indicates that they would not safely be able to care for the child. Therefore, alternative options must be 
explored. Review hearings should guide the case to permanency for the child. Unless a permanent placement 
is accomplished on or before the date of the permanency hearing, the court must continue to review the case 
periodically. 

Permanency Hearing 
The permanency hearing is the point at which a definitive decision is made about the child's permanent 
placement. In making this determination, the court must weigh which option is in the child's best interest.123 In 
some cases, concurrent planning may be pursued. Under concurrent planning, an alternative, permanent 
placement is developed at the same time as family reunification is attempted. With this approach, the child can 
be moved quickly to a stable home if reunification with the birth family cannot take place. 

Termination of Parental Rights 
Because the stakes are so high, TPR hearings are the most formal, longest, and frequently appealed of all 
child maltreatment proceedings. Biological parents whose parental rights are terminated as a result of child 
maltreatment have no right to have contact with the child, knowledge of the child's whereabouts, pictures of the 
child, or information regarding the child. In addition to losing legal rights to the child, parents whose rights have 
been terminated generally have no further responsibilities to the child, except to pay child support that is past 
due. The grounds for TPR are specified in the statutes of each State, and CPS caseworkers are advised to 
familiarize themselves with these. Federal statutes also describe specific situations, such as when a parent 
has murdered a child's sibling, in which CPS must file a TPR petition. 

Adoptions 
A child is eligible to be adopted once the TPR is granted by the courts. In most States, the case remains 
involved with the juvenile court during and after the adoption process to ensure that CPS is complying with the 
requirements of the Adoption and Safe Families Act, incorporating Federal adoption legislation into practice, 
and accessing a variety of adoption subsidies and post-adoption services for eligible children. 

Appeals 
Parents and CPS have the right to appeal some decisions of the juvenile court in child abuse and neglect and 
TPR cases. At the very least, they have the right to appeal at the conclusion of any adjudication, disposition, or 
TPR trial. Some States may allow appeals from other trial court orders or decisions, but generally, only final 
decisions are appealed or accepted for appellate review. 

(Back to Top) 
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The Criminal Court Process 
Some cases of child abuse or neglect may be heard in criminal courts because they constitute a crime, as 
defined by the State. Cases typically heard in criminal courts include sex offenses or those that result in the 
death of, or serious injury to, a child. However, not all cases that are considered criminal are tried in the 
criminal courts due to a number of reasons, such as whether the criminal case would interfere with 
rehabilitating the family or the possibility of traumatizing the child further by having him testify. As with the 
juvenile court process, first responders may not be involved in all aspects of the criminal court process. Though 
the criminal court process may vary across jurisdictions, the following is an outline of the key stages. 

Arrest, Bail, and Other Conditions of Release 
Criminal prosecutions most commonly begin with an arrest. The defendant then is brought before a judicial 
officer (a judge, magistrate, or commissioner) who informs him of the charges against him and determines the 
conditions of his release pending trial. 

The defendant will be notified of the conditions that must be met to be released from police custody before the 
trial. A defendant with a stable residence and employment history and no significant prior record often is 
released on his own recognizance or with a written promise to appear at subsequent court dates. For a 
defendant who seems less reliable, a cash bond may be required. The defendant can post the full amount of 
the bond in cash or property or secure a bondsman for a percentage of that amount. If the defendant flees, the 
bondsman is obligated to pay the full amount of the bond. The judge also has the discretion to impose other 
conditions of release, including the defendant having no contact with the child or other parent or not returning 
to the residence. In some cases, the judge may decide to hold the defendant without bail pending trial. 

Preliminary Hearings 
The purpose of a preliminary hearing is to determine whether there is probable cause to believe that the 
defendant committed the alleged offense and that he should be tried on that charge. If the judge finds no 
probable cause, the case will be dismissed. If the judge finds probable cause, the case will be transferred to 
the trial court for resolution. 

Witnesses, including first responders, sometimes are called to testify and are cross-examined at preliminary 
hearings. In some States, evidence of criminal conduct by the defendant is presented at a preliminary hearing 
to a grand jury instead of a judge. The grand jury then determines whether the evidence is sufficient to 
constitute probable cause. If so, the grand jury will issue an indictment that puts the case before the trial court. 
Only the prosecutor and the State's witnesses, usually the investigating law enforcement officer, appear before 
the grand jury. Neither the defendant nor the defense attorney has the right to be present at that proceeding. 

Discovery 
Discovery refers to the process of obtaining information about the charge from the opposing party and, at 
times, other sources. In some States, the defendant may be entitled to access first responders' records, 
particularly if they contain information or evidence that may be helpful to the defense. For the most part, the 
reporter's identity is not released, but, in some jurisdictions, the reporter's identity can be released to certain 
departments or under specific circumstances (e.g., the reporter made a knowingly false report).124 

Plea Bargaining 
Plea bargaining is a negotiated resolution that avoids trial and concludes the case. Without it, courts could not 
handle on a timely basis all the cases to be tried. Plea bargaining has the added benefit in child abuse and 
neglect cases of eliminating the need for the child to testify and of speeding the resolution of the case, both of 
which relieve the child's anxiety. Nevertheless, there also may be negative consequences to a plea bargain. 
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Depending on the sentence, the child victim may feel betrayed, disbelieved, or unsafe. In addition, the public 
may perceive that child maltreatment is not taken as seriously as other crimes. 

Trial 
If no plea bargain is reached, the case goes to trial. In a criminal trial, the rules of evidence are applied strictly, 
and the prosecutor has a greater burden of proof. In order to convict, the jurors must unanimously find "beyond 
a reasonable doubt" that the defendant committed the alleged offense (i.e., there is no other logical 
explanation). This is a much higher burden of proof than the "clear and convincing evidence" standard (i.e., it is 
highly probable) in termination of parental rights trials in some States. It is higher still than the "preponderance 
or greater weight of the evidence" standard (i.e., there is more evidence supporting one side of the case) in 
civil cases generally and in child abuse and neglect cases in some States. 

The criminal court case may be concluded well after the disposition hearing in the child abuse and neglect 
case, in which the court decides if the child needs help from the court and, if so, what services will be provided. 
Additionally, the outcome of the criminal court case can be inconsistent with the case plan and the best 
resolution of the child abuse and neglect case. The opposite also can be true, and the criminal sentence can 
augment and enhance the case plan and the prospects for a positive outcome. In communities where the 
same prosecutor represents the public interest in both criminal and child abuse and neglect cases, there is 
greater likelihood of a coordinated approach to resolving both matters. 



Module 9 
Content Area E 

Role Playing the Swearing in Oath  
 

 
The trainer will discuss the age appropriate procedure for the swearing in process used in court to 
ensure that the testimony is truthful. He/she will demonstrate how a witness is asked to take an oath 

before testifying and then practice with the client. 
 
 

                                    
 
 
Instructions:  In addition, you may set up a scenario with the client where you, as the trainer, act as the judge 
and the client is going to testify and answer your questions. Have the client stand as you pretend to enter the 
room, call them up to the witness chair, and begin to ask the client questions. Ask questions about things they 
likely don’t have the answer to so they can practice what to do when they don’t have an answer, have them 
practice calling you, “Your Honor”, and have them stay seated until you excuse them to go back to their regular 
chair. 



Module 9 Pre-Assessment 
 

1. What does it mean to testify in court? 

 

 

2. What is a person’s testimony? 

 

 

3. What does it mean to testify on your own behalf? 

 

 

4. What are the advantages of testifying on your own behalf? 

 

 

5. What are the disadvantages of testifying on your own behalf? 

 

 

6. Are you required to testify if you don’t want to? 

 

 

7. Does everyone have to tell the truth in court? 

 

 

8. What are some strategies to testify effectively? 

 

 

9. Should you leave the stand when questioning is over? 

 

 

10. How should you address the judge? 

 



Module 10 
Content Area A 

What is a Captain?       
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
Instructions: Working with the client, come up with a list of as many different types of captains as possible. 
Next, build a list of responsibilities and/or characteristics that describe what captains do. 
 
Captains 
 
1. _________________________________ 

 
2. _________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________ 

 
5. _________________________________ 

 
6. _________________________________ 

 
7. _________________________________ 

 
8. _________________________________ 

 
9. _________________________________ 

 
10. _________________________________ 
 
Responsibilities/Characteristics 

____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________  



 
 

The If/Then Game 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
Materials needed: 
3x5 or 5x7 cards, marker or pen 
 
Instructions: On half the cards describe “What if” scenarios and the other half providing appropriate “Then” 
responses to the “What if” scenarios. For example, on a “What if” card will be a question related to something 
that might happen in court such as, “What if the judge asks me a question?”; “What if a witness is telling lies 
about me?”; “What if something is happening that I don’t understand?” The client will be holding a pack of 
“Then” cards with statements on the back such as “I will answer the question truthfully”; “I will send a brief, 
written note to my attorney”; “I will whisper to my attorney that I don’t understand what is happening”. For 
each “What if” card that the trainer holds up, the client must find a corresponding “Then” card. [For clients who 
have great difficulty reading, the “What if” cards can just be read and the client can verbalize an answer.] 
 
  



 
 
 

When Someone is Telling a Lie or I Don’t Understand Something 
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
Materials needed: 
Copy of the card below 
 
Clients need to understand that sometimes they will hear things about themselves in court that they believe are 
lies. The client and trainer will develop a management plan for these situations. If allowed, this plan will be on a 
small note card the client can carry with them into court as a reminder for managing their emotions and 
behavior. Using a “Do” and “Don’t” strategy, the plan might look like the plan shown below. This card may be 
edited to suit the needs of the trainer and the client. 
 

My Plan of Action if I Think Someone is Lying About Me in Court: 
DO: 
Whisper or pass a note to my attorney to let them know 
Stay calm 
Keep a serious or pleasant facial expression 
Keep quiet 
 
DON’T: 
Don’t make faces 
Don’t call them names 
Don’t jump up from my seat 
Don’t shout out they are lying 
Don’t try to stare them down 
 
 

My Plan of Action if I Don’t Understand What is Happening in Court: 
DO: 
Whisper or pass a note to my attorney to let them know 
Stay calm 
Keep a serious or pleasant facial expression 
Keep quiet 
 
DON’T: 
Don’t make faces 
Don’t make loud sighs or other noises showing you are frustrated 
Don’t get up from your seat and try to leave the room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Module 10 
Content Area B-C 

  A Bird’s Eye View             
 

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

Instructions:  Review movie clips and appropriate internet links about courtroom behavior will be supplied to 
the trainer for viewing with the client. Together, client and trainer can identify positive and negative behaviors 
in the video. 

                                                                                                                                                       

Turtle Technique 

Instructions:  Just like a turtle has a shell into which it can retreat, the trainer will 
talk with the client about a pretend “shell” they can retreat into if they are feeling 
stressed in court.  When they go into this place, they can rest and practice thinking 
calmly about the situation. They can also decide what the best action for them to take will be, for example, to 
say something to their attorney, to sit quietly, to request a break. This technique can be reinforced in therapy, in 
school, and at home. 

 

Desensitization Training 

Instructions:  The trainer will put on some type of robe (e.g., an old graduation robe) to mimic 
the robe the judge wears in court. While dressed in a “judge’s robe”, they will talk with the 
client about the client’s case in an attempt to accustom the client to the formality of the judge’s 
appearance.  

Field Trip       

If possible, trainer and client will visit an empty juvenile courtroom together so the client has some knowledge 
and experience of the courtroom.  If appropriate, they could visit a district court proceeding to watch attorneys 
and a judge in action. 



Module 10 
Content Area D-E 

 
                                Pre-Hearing Hygiene/Appearance Checklist                                       

 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client.                                    
 

 

Instructions: Review the following checklist with the client, as often as needed to help them gain an 
understanding of these issues. Adapt the checklist to the needs of the client. If good hygiene is not an issue for 
the client, you can go over once and move on to the other exercises. 

Hygiene Checklist:  Put a check mark in the white boxes only 

 Showered Deodorant 
applied 

Combed Washed Pulled 
Back 
(if long) 

Clipped Clean Brushed Sleep/ 
Eat 
 

Body 
 

         

Hair 
 

         

Fingernails 
 

         

Teeth 
brushed 

         

Enough 
sleep 

         

Eat before 
court 

         

 

 

Appearance Checklist:  Put a check mark in the white boxes only 

Appearance Neat Clean Appropriate Removed Conservative Other     
  
                     

Clothes       
 

Piercings, one 
or two pairs is 
okay 

      
 

Make-up       
 

Other, unique 
to each client 

      
 
 

 

 

 



 

Module 10 
Content Area D-E 

 
What Were They Thinking!  

 
 
This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
Instructions:  Trainer and client will look through various popular magazines or age-appropriate websites to 
analyze what youth (similar to the client’s age) are wearing. They will decide together if the outfits are “court 
appropriate” or not and why. For example, if there is a picture of a teen girl with a very exposed neckline, the 
correct response would be that such a neckline is not appropriate for court because it exposes too much of a 
private area. 
 

 

 

Do’s and Don’ts 

 
  This is a joint exercise for the trainer and the client. 
 

 
 
Instructions:  Using a deck of flashcards that have pictures of various clothing and jewelry items on them such 
as baseball hats, shorts, tank tops, khaki pants, tube tops, sandals, nose piercings, miniskirts, knee length 
dresses, etc., talk about whether the items fit the “do wear to court” or “don’t wear to court” category.  
See sample deck of pictures. 
 

 

Dress-Up Day 

Instructions:  Ask the client to come to a training session dressed in their “court clothes.” The trainer will 
review the appropriateness of their outfit with them, including their overall hygiene. The client should be able to 
identify what is appropriate and inappropriate about their choices. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Inappropriate Dress for Court 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Appropriate Dress for Court 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Module 10 Pre-Assessment 
 

1. Who is the person in court that is in charge of your “team”? 

 

 

2. If you are not sure when to talk or what to do in the courtroom, who is the person to ask for 
help? 

 

 

3. How should you act in the courtroom? 

 

 

4. What is the best thing to call the judge? 

 

 

5. What should you do if you think someone is lying about you in court? 

 

 

6. Who should you talk to if you do not understand what is happening in the courtroom? 

 

 

7. What does being on your best behavior mean? 

 

 

8. Why is it important to be in control of your emotions and behavior in the courtroom? 

 

 

9. What kind of clothes should you wear to court? 

 

 

10. What does it mean to have good hygiene? 

 

 

11. Why is good hygiene in the courtroom important? 
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